
Congratulations on your purchase of this Really Good Stuff®

Choose a R.A.F.T. Writing Prompt Kit—an interactive way to 
get students thinking about and writing to R.A.F.T. prompts. 

This Really Good Stuff® product includes:
• Choose a R.A.F.T. Writing Prompt Box 
• Tackle a Writing Prompt with R.A.F.T Poster
• This Really Good Stuff® Activity Guide

Assembling and Displaying the Choose a R.A.F.T. Writing 
Prompt Kit 
Before introducing the Choose a R.A.F.T. Writing Prompt Kit, make
copies of this Really Good Stuff® Activity Guide and file the pages
for future use. Or, download another copy of it from our Web site
at www.reallygoodstuff.com. 

Copy the two R.A.F.T. Prompt Cards Reproducibles, laminate them,
cut apart the cards, and store them in a zippered plastic bag.
Add your own R.A.F.T. prompts by writing them on a copy of the
Blank Prompt Cards Reproducible. Then laminate the completed
reproducible, cut apart the cards, and add them to the plastic
bag. Hang the Poster where students will be able to see it easily.
When you are ready to introduce the Choose a R.A.F.T. Writing
Prompt Kit, choose the cards that you want to use from the bag
and place them inside the Box. 

Introducing the Choose a R.A.F.T. Writing Prompt Kit
1. Locate and place card #1 in the box.
2. Lead a discussion about writing prompts. 
3. Show students the Poster and explain that the R.A.F.T.

strategy will help them cover the important components they
need to know when they write to a prompt. 

4. Point to each letter in the acronym on the Poster and discuss
each component in the R.A.F.T. prompt: 

• Role—Explain to students that when writing a piece,
sometimes they will be writing as themselves, but many times
they will be asked to write from someone or something else’s
viewpoint. Explain that when students read a prompt, they
need to decide what role they are to take and what they know
about how this person or character might speak. Would he or
she use a particular type of language? Would he or she speak
in a certain way? Pull the prompt from the Box and read it
aloud. Ask students to identify the Role in the prompt. As
they respond, write Role: on the board and the correct answer
of teenager next to it. Reinforce that students will be writing
this piece as a teenager.

• Audience—Tell students that the audience is the type of

reader who will be reading the piece. Indicate that students
need to consider what type of information the audience will
need to know as well as think about how they want the reader
to react to their piece. Then read the same prompt used
above and ask students to identify the Audience in the
prompt. Listen to their answers and write Audience: on the
board and the correct answer of parents next to it. Reinforce
that students will be writing this piece to their parents.

• Format—Share with students that the format of 
a prompt will help them understand how to organize their
writing. For instance, do they need to write a letter, create 
a list, design an advertisement, and so forth? Then read 
the prompt used above and ask students to identify the
Format in the prompt. Listen to their answers and write
Format: on the board and the correct answer of a list
next to it. Reinforce that students will be writing a list 
to present to their parents.

• Topic—Indicate that identifying the topic of a prompt lets
students think about what they know about the topic. It helps
them to decide what kinds of details they want to include 
and what kinds of questions the reader might want to have
answered. Then read the same prompt and ask your students
to identify the Topic in the prompt. Listen to answers and
write Topic: on the board and the correct answer of how to 
be responsible for a cell phone next to it. Reinforce that
students will be writing how they can take responsibility for 
a cell phone.

5. Have students review each component in the prompt and then
write to the prompt. Allow students to share their writing and
discuss the differences and similarities.

Using the Choose a R.A.F.T. Writing Prompt Kit 
Choose R.A.F.T. prompt cards from the zippered 
plastic bag and place them in the Box. Show the Box to students
and explain that they are going to take turns choosing writing
prompts, identifying the R.A.F.T. in each prompt, and writing to the
prompt. Each time you want to give a prompt for a writing
assignment, tell a student to:
1. Reach into the Box and pull out a R.A.F.T. prompt card.
2. Read the card out loud for the class.
3. Write the words Role, Audience, Format, and Topic on the board.
4. Read the prompt again, lead the class to name the identifier

for each, and write the answers on the board. You may also
want to write the prompt on the board for students to refer to. 

5. Return the R.A.F.T. prompt card to the plastic bag. 

Have students use the prompt for their writing assignment.
You may want to keep a list of the numbers of the prompt 
cards students have drawn from the Box in order to make 
sure new prompts are used for future assignments.

Across the Curriculum
Use the Choose a R.A.F.T. Writing Prompt Kit to reinforce writing
in all of the subject areas. Copy the Blank Prompt Cards
Reproducible and label the cards with R.A.F.T. prompts. 
Some suggestions are:

• Science—As a scientist, you want to convince your 
son’s third grade classroom to recycle. Write a speech 
that will get them excited.
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All activity guides can be found online:



• Math—You are trying to teach your little sister 
how to add 5 + 3. Write a set of instructions that 
she will understand.

• Social Studies—You are a tour guide at the Grand 
Canyon. Write a paragraph for a brochure to warn 
visitors of the dangers of getting too close to 
the edge.

• Reading—Write a short story for children about an 
imaginary animal that Dr. Seuss could have written 
about when he was a young boy.

• Health—You are a newspaper reporter with a health
column in a local paper. Write an article that convinces 
readers that broccoli is the new “super” vegetable.

Choose a R.A.F.T. Writing Prompt Kit in a Center
Place the Box and labeled R.A.F.T. prompt cards at a 
center and allow two to four students to draw cards 
and practice identifying the role, audience, format, and 
topic in the prompts.

Student-created R.A.F.T. Prompts
Make copies of the Blank Prompt Cards Reproducible, cut the
cards apart, and place them in a zippered plastic bag. Challenge
students to write their own R.A.F.T. prompts and transcribe them
onto a blank prompt card. Once a student has completed a
prompt, review it with the student, and then put it into the Box
for the next writing assignment drawing.
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