Figurative Language Exploration
The Watsons Go to Birmingham—1963 uses a lot of figurative language and other writing techniques to help the readers visualize the scenes.  Look at the passages below and determine if it is an example of simile, metaphor, hyperbole, dialect. Read each of the quotes from the text below and determine which form of figurative language is being used.  Highlight the specific part of the sentence with the figurative language and be prepared to discuss what the quotes infer about the characters’ situation.
1. One of those days that when you breathed out your breath kind of hung frozen in the air like a hunk of smoke and you could walk along and look exactly like a train blowing out big, fat, white puffs of smoke.
__________________________________________________________

2. It was so cold that if you were stupid enough to go outside your eyes would automatically blink a thousand times all by themselves, probably so the juice inside of them wouldn’t freeze up. ___________________

3. It was about a zillion degrees below zero. _______________________

4. The thermostat was turned all the way up and the furnace was banging and sounding like it was about to blow up but it still felt like Jack Frost had moved in with us. _______________________________________

5. She always blamed him for bringing her all the way from Alabama to Michigan, a state she called a giant icebox. _____________________


6. Byron had just turned thirteen so he was officially a teenage juvenile delinquent and didn’t think it was “cool” to touch anybody or let anyone touch him, even if it meant he froze to death. _____________________

7. You a “Bama gal, don’t believe you’d be too happy living in no igloo.  Ain’t got nothing against ‘em, but don’t believe you’d be too happy living ‘mongst a whole slew of Chinese folks. __________________

8. “Say, kid,” By had said, “you wanna learn somethin’ that might save your stupid life one day?” __________________________________

9. These guys couldn’t have hurt me if they’d thrown me off the Empire State Building! ___________________________________________

10. He was as stuck as a fly on flypaper. __________________________

11. The fly was still stuck and buzzing.          ________________________

12. I bet his lips looked like a giant rubber band before they snapped away from that glass. ____________________________________________






Character Descriptions:
Use each of the next 5 sections to name the 5 Watson family members and provide at least 3 character traits to describe them.  Use specific quotes from the text to support the character trait that you have chosen.
KENNY:  ____________________, __________________, __________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
JOETTA: ____________________, __________________, __________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
BYRON:  ____________________, __________________, _________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
WILONA: ____________________, __________________, _________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
DANIEL: ____________________, __________________, __________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Interpreting a Character’s Action:
Choose one of the five characters, and select an action from the text that helps you to infer something about them.  What did they do?  What can you infer about the character based on their actions?  Why do you think the author  had the character do that action?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
HOMEWORK: Read Chapter 2 and 3.  Answer the following questions about the two chapters, so you’ll be prepared for next week’s discussion.
1. Why do you think Momma and Dad didn’t talk about Byron failing a grade in school? ___________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
2. On pg. 24, why does Kenny say “Mr. Alums might as well have tied me up to a pole and said, ‘Ready, aim, fire!’” ________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
3. What are some ways in Chapter 2 that Byron proves that even though he is mean to Kenny sometimes, he really loves him? _______________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What happens that makes Kenny feel like God has sent him his own “personal saver”?  How does he think this person will save him? ______
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. In Chapter 3, list some similarities and differences between Rufus and Kenny.____________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. In three sentences or less, summarize how Kenny gets tricked into losing his dinosaurs to LJ Jones.  Name one of Kenny’s character traits that this segment of the story helps us to identify. _________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. What happened in Chapter 3 to change Rufus’ feelings towards Kenny?  How did Rufus react?  ________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. At the end of the chapter, what does the text say specifically that Mama does?  What can we infer happened?  Why can we infer that? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Figurative Language Practice:
Identify at least 4 more examples of figurative language.  Be sure to explain what type of figurative language you think it is.
1. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


