Area and Perimeter Cut and Paste Activity
1. Cut out the rectangle below.  

2. Using what you know about symmetry and the shape and size of the rectangle, make one cut to turn the rectangle into two squares.  

3. Cut one of the squares into two right triangles of equal shape and size.

4. Cut out the vocabulary words and the definitions.

5. Match them up correctly.
6. Lay the newly cut shapes out on the paper so that they are separate, but still resemble a rectangle. 

7. Use the vocabulary words to label and measure your shapes in inches.


	area
	The amount of surface covered by a figure measured in square units

	Base
	A unit of area equal to the area of a square with one-unit sides; it can refer to a standard or non-standard unit

	Height
	The distance around a figure

	perimeter
	The perpendicular distance from a base of a figure to the highest point

	square centimeter
	A metric unit for measuring area that is one centimeter on each side

	square unit
	Any side of a triangle or a parallelogram


AREA AND PERIMETER FOLLOW-UP PRACTICE

1.How many degrees make up this rectangle?  How can you prove it? 

2. If this rectangle was broken up into ½ in. square tiles, how many square units would make up this rectangle?

3. What type of triangles are made when following the directions above? What would be the angle measurements for these triangles? 

4. If the area of a rectangle can be measured LxW, what is another formula you could use for the area of a square?

5. What can you guess is the formula for the area of a triangle, based on the measurements you have just found?
